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THE EPITHELIUM OF THE BRAIN CAVITIES. 



PiERRB A. S'lSH, Ithaca, N. Y. 



Incidentally during a recent investigation in cerebral anatomy 
there arose this query: "Is the endymal epithelium ciliated?" 
Nearly all anatomical authorities agree that it is in the foetus and 
early youth, but beyond this age there is a diversity of opinion. The 
majority believe that cilia do not exist in the adult brain ; some that 
they do exist in the fresh state, and others that they are foimd only 
in certain patches of the endyma. Among the last there are those 
who hold that some of these ciliated patches occur on the plexuses, 
while their opponents maintain that the epithelium covering the 
plexuses is pavement-like and devoid of cilia. 

In a former research, which included the endyma somewhat in- 
directly, no cilia were visible. The interest aroused by this apparent 
discrepancy has been the chief incentive toward prosecuting a more 
thorough inquiry regarding this important question. 

Believing that the morphological differences in these cells in mam- 
mals are unimportant, but nevertheless regretting the unavailability 
of human material, it was thought best under the circumstances to 
confine the work chiefly to the mesal cavities of the cat's brain, 
special attention being given to the diacoele, mesocoele, and epicoele. 
In order to give as general a description as possible of the cells, re- 
gardless of the age of the subjects, three different stages were studied : 
at birth, at six weeks, and the adult. Ciliated cells were found in 
all which resembled each other so closely in structure that the stages 
might easily be interchanged. For details of structure high powers 
should be used ; nothing less than 600 diameters will give satisfactory 
results. 

Preparations hardened by Gaules'* method show the cilia quite 
well, either when sectioned or after being teased. 

*Heat 0.5 per cent, solution of NaCl. to the boiling point and add HgCl^ to 
saturation. Cool. Put tissues in the solution cold or heated to 40° C. Leave from 
10 minutes to 2 hours or longer. Then remove HgClj by 70 per cent, alcohol, 
containing a little tincture of iodine. When the color of the iodine no longer 
disappears the HgCI, is removed. Preserve in alcohol. 
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The epithelium, in some places, may be stripped from the ad- 
jacent tissue, as a continuous membrane, and this after remaining a 
short time in some dissociating agent may be easily teased apart. 
Scrapings from fresh subjects are preserved almost indefinitely in a 
saturated aqueous solution of acetate of sodium and may be teased 
apart in this liquid at any convenient time. 

The cells are very short, columnar in outline, and ciliated at their 
free ends, the long diameter of a cell, including the cilia, being 
about 9 /ji. The cilia are relatively much longer than are usually 
seen. They represent about one-fourth of the entire length, or 2.5 //. 
In hardened preparations they are not alvrays perfectly preserved, 
often appearing to have been thinned out and broken off. A 
thorough injection of the hardening agent into the cavities will do 
much toward obviating this undesirable feature. 

The nuclei, more or less oval in outline, nearly fill up the cell- 
bodies. In none of the nuclei, stained or unstained, could nucleoli 
be detected, although numerous clear spots could be seen, particu- 
larly in the fresh specimens. Luschka (p. 95) believes that the 
epithelium must have a secretory function, because the clear drops 
found in the cells resemble those found in the cerebro-spinal fluid. 
He also states that Kolliker has observed the exit of these drops 
from the epithelium. 

The cell-bodies send off one or more roots into the adjacent 
tissue, the neuroglia, and by means of them are anchored in their 
places. 

In an examination of a hardened preparation the epithelium of 
the paraplexus was found to be pavement in character and entirely 
destitute of cilia. This remarkable transition, from the columnar 
epithelium of the walls of the cavities to a pavement epithelium of 
the plexuses, is probably due to the fact that when the blood-vessels 
of the plexus intrude through the rinia into the paraccele (lateral 
ventricle) the endynia, as an elastic membrane, is pushed along 
before them, and in accommodating itself to this intrusion the cells, 
originally columnar and ciliated, have become gradually flattened 
out and non-ciliated by the pressure. The layer of neuroglia, if 
present, has for the same reason become infinitesimally thin. 

The neuroglia varies in thickness at different places. Under a 
high power it has a wavy, homogeneous and slightly flbrous appear- 
ance, in which are scattered neuroglia cells. The neuroglia passes 
imperceptibly into the true nervous substance as a connective 
medium, binding together nerve cells and fibres. 
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The pleonastic term ependyma* has been made by most anato- 
mists to include both the neuroglia and epithelium. Hirschfeld re- 
stricts the use of it to the epithelium ; Quain, to the thin layer of 
neuroglia between the epithelium and the nervous matter. 

The function of cilia is evidently to propel fluids or particles along 
the cavities which they line. In most instances they line ducts 
opening externally, and clearly have an excretory function. The 
adult brain cavities are entirely circumscribed by the endyma in 
mammals, except in those which are said to possess the metapore 
(foramen of Magendie). Among these (man at least) it is said that 
cilia do not exist in the adult stage, as a rule. Except in very rare 
instances, the human brain is not treated immediately after death 
and while perfectly fresh, but is allowed to remain uncared for from 
twelve to twenty-four hours — a delay which may be a more potent 
factor than is generally imagined in promoting decomposition and 
thereby obliterating these delicate structures. 

The propulsion of the cerebro-spinal fluid through the brain cavi- 
ties, if cilia are absent, may be accounted for by the brain move- 
ments, stimulated by psychical, circulatory, and respiratory influ- 
ences. In the embryonic stage, where these influences are not yet 
or only about to be developed, cilia abound. 

Summary. 

This investigation has demonstrated the existence of ciliated 
epithelium in the endyma of the adult, as well as earlier stages in 
the cat. If psychical phenomena are not incompatible with the 
presence of endymal cilia and if the brain is treated while perfectly 
fresh, there seems to be no good reason, from a morphological 
standpoint, why cilia should not likewise exist in the endyma of the 
human adult. 
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Description of Plate. 

All of the figures were drawn from the specimens with the aid of Abbe's 
camera lucida. Some of the details were filled in free-hand. 

Zeiss' 8 mm. apochromatic objective was used for figs. I and 2. His 2 mm. 
apochromatic, homogeneous immersion objective, for figs. 3 and 4. 

Fig. I shows the relation of the epithelial cells to the subjacent neuroglia. 

The preparation was hardened by Gaule's method and imbedded in collodion. 
The section was cut across the mesencephal. a, layer of endymal cells showing 
cilia and nuclei, cilia more or less thinned and broken off. b, subjacent layer of 
neurolgia with nuclei imbedded toward the periphery. 

Magnified about 700 diameters. 

Fig. 2. Prepared as fig. i. 

The layer of cells is partially detached from the neurolgia, showing their root- 
like processes. 

Magnified about 700 diameters. 

Fig. 3. An isolated cell from the diacoele of a fresh specimen, c, cilia; k, 
nucleus, showing the clear spots; ;•, root-like process broken off at its end. 
Magnified about 2,100 diameters. 

Fig. 4. Cells from the epiccele with a portion of the neuroglia (b), other let- 
ters as in fig. 3. 

Magnified about 2,100 diameters. 
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